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SUBJECT: DIMENSIONS OF A PRC OFF-SHORE OIL RIG VISITED BY 
AUSTRALIAN PETROLEUM DELEGATION 

REE: PEKING 1299 

1 . AN AUSTRALIAN EMBASSY OEFICER HAS PROVIDED USLO WITH 
THE FOLLOWING ADDITIONAL DETAILS OE THE CHINESE MADE 
OFE-SHORE OIL RIG THAT WAS VISITED BY THE AUSTRALIAN 
PETROLEUM MISSION IN LATE JULY (REFTEL). ACCORDING TO 
THE OFEICER, WHO ACCOMPANIED THE DELEGATION, THE RIG WAS 
OPERATING IN 200 FEET OF WATER 37 MILES FROM THE PORT OF 
HSINKANG, IN THE POHAI GULF. IT WAS 197 FEET IN LENGTH, 

98 EEET IN WIDTH, WITH A DEPTH OF HULL OF 16 FEET AND 
DISPLACEMENT OF 5,700 TONS. THE RIG HAD A MAXIMUM 
DRILLING DEPTH OE 13,124 FEET AND WAS OPERATED BY A CREW 
OF 95. THE AUSTRALIANS NOTED THAT THE RIG DID NOT APPEAR 
TO HAVE ADEQUATE BLOWOUT PREVENTION EQUIPMENT OR DOWN-HOLE 
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PAD NOR OTHER VISIBLE MEANS OE EMERGENCY EVACUATION 
EOR THE CREW. 

2. AT A BRIEEING GIVEN ABOARD THE RIG, THE AUSTRALIANS 
WERE TOLD THAT THE CHINESE HAD DRILLED NINE OEE-SHORE 
WELLS (FIVE BY THAT RIG) AND HAD FOUND "SOME OIL." 

THE RIG WAS MADE IN DAIREN AND WAS SAID TO BE THE EIRST 
EVER PRODUCED IN THE PRC. (COMMENT: AS OF NOW THE PRC 
IS BELIEVED TO HAVE AS MANY AS LOUR SELE-MADE OFE-SHORE 
RIGS OPERATING IN THE POHAI GULE; SEE HONG KONG A- 1 56.) 

3. THE AUSTRALIANS ALSO VISITED THE TACHING, PEKING 
AND SHANGHAI OIL REEINERIES. THEY WERE TOLD THAT THE 
TACHING REEINERY HAS AN ANNUAL CAPACITY OP 5 MILLION TONS. 
THE PEKING NUMBER ONE REPINERY WHICH UTILIZES CRUDE OIL 
PROM TACHING AND TAKANG HAS A CAPACITY OP 4.5 MILLION 
TONS AND THE SHANGHIA REPINERY WHICH USES CRUDE PROM 
TACHING HAS A CAPACITY OP FOUR MILT .TON TONS. 
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